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ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 HA-05 ISO-OO 10-13 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 DODE-OO L-03 EUR- 12 VO-05 CA-01 /077 W 

114436 180556Z/10 

R 170730Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0908 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 3693 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES 

REF: STATE 202734 

1 . AUSTRALIAN DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER EDWARDS HAD BRIEF 
DISCUSSION WITH DCM ON PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON REFUGEES AT AUGUST 16 LUNCH. EDWARDS REFLECTED VIEWS 
OF AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALS AS REPORTED REFTEL IN INDICATING 
SUPPORT FOR A SMALL. UNPUBLICIZED MEETING ON REFUGEES TO 
COINCIDE WITH BANGKOK VISIT OF HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SEPTEMBER. 

HE ENVISAGED ATTENDANCE BY REGIONAL COUNTRIES AND COUNTRIES 
PROVIDING RESTTTLEMENT AT OFFICIAL OR SUB-MINISTERIAL LEVEL. 

2. WHEN ASKED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR A LARGER CONFERENCE THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 03693 170825Z 

MIGHT INCLUDE POTENTIAL RESETTLEMENT COUNTRIES AS WELL AS THE 
PRESENT RECEIVING COUNTRIES, EDWARDS SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
FRENCH WERE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE IDEA. SINCE FRANCE WAS 
ONE OF MAJOR RESETTLEMENT COUNTRIES, HE COMMENTED. IT WOULD SEEM 
UNWISE TO JEOPARDIZE CONTINUED FRENCH COOPERATION IN DOUBT- 
FULLY PRODUCTIVE QUEST FOR NEW RESETTLEMENT COUNTRIES. HE ASKED 
WHAT ASSESSMENT USG HAD MADE OF FRENCH ATTITUDE TOWARD CONFERENCE. 
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DCM REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW BUT WOULD INQUIRE OF WASHINGTON. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ON FRENCH ATTITUDE THAT 
COULD BE PASSED ON TO AUSTRALIANS HERE. 

KNEIP 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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